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Dear ESIL members,

The year 2011 will be an exciting year for international law and for ESIL. After many years of
‘natural’ or man-made environmental disasters, which inevitably have (international) legal
implications, 2011 has been designated the International Year of Forests. ESIL members might
think about how to contribute to saving forests, not least by joining the environmental law
interest group!

ESIL continues to grow and membership renewal for 2011 is underway. Our Administrative
Director, Joyce Davies, is always available to help if you have any technical problems. | am
pleased to announce that ESIL now has its first patron. Professor Hobér has made this
generous gesture and | would like to thank him on behalf of the Society. Please encourage
others to become ESIL patrons.

A new tool for networking has been set up by our Executive Director, Mario Prost. Mapping
International Law in Europe (“MILE 2.0”) is a registry of international law professionals that
allows all members to provide details of their research interests. | strongly encourage you to
register in MILE 2.0 in order to facilitate networking between ESIL members. | hope that
rational choice theory will function in this context (leaving aside its utility for international legal
scholarship proper).

Our next ESIL Research Forum in Tallinn is fast approaching. As you will read below, there
was an excellent response to the Call for Papers and the organisers will be able to draw up a
first-rate programme. | look forward to meeting many of you there.

We have another interesting event scheduled for 2011: a joint symposium with the American
Society of International Law in collaboration with the European Journal of International Law.
The subject will be "Plurality and Interaction of Legal Orders". The symposium will be held in
Florence on 24-25 October 2011; the three organising institutions will invite speakers and the
best papers will be published in the EJIL.

On the subject of future meetings, please save the date of the 5" ESIL biennial conference to
be held in Valencia: 6-8 September 2012. The conference will be on regionalism and
international law and more details will be available later in the year.

| wish you all a successful and productive year, and hope that 2011 will see your current
scholarly projects come to fruition.

Anne Peters.

‘Advisory Opinions as a Means to contribute to the Settlement of International Disputes’
Riidiger Wolfrum, Judge at the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea

On February 1, 2011 the Seabed Disputes Chamber delivered its first advisory opinion on
Responsibilities and Obligations of States Sponsoring Persons and Entities with Respect to
Activities in the Area. Also the ICJ has recently given politically important advisory opinions
such as Accordance with international law of the unilateral declaration of independence in
respect of Kosovo. This leads to the question whether advisory opinions may be considered a
viable means for the settlement of international disputes.

Advisory opinion given by an international court are authoritative but — in principle — non-
binding statements or interpretations of international law. They are not of recent origin.
Pursuant to Article 14 of the Covenant of the League of Nations, the Permanent Court of
International Justice could give advisory opinions on any dispute or any point submitted to it by
the Council or the Assembly.

The institution of the advisory procedure was maintained for the ICJ albeit with a reformulated
task and an increased number of potential applicants. Under Article 65 ICJ Statute two
different categories of advisory opinions are to be identified.

Also other legal regimes provide for the possibility to give an advisory opinion. The UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea as well as the Rules of the International Tribunal for the Law
of the Sea provide for the competence of the Seabed Disputes Chamber and the Tribunal to
render advisory opinions. One may identify three different procedures: Advisory Opinions of
the Seabed Disputes Chamber requested by the Assembly or the Council of the International
Seabed Authority according to article 191 of the Convention; advisory opinions delivered by the
Chamber in the context of commercial arbitration; and advisory opinions rendered by the
Tribunal in accordance with article 138 Rules the Tribunal.

Further, according to article 64 of the American Convention on Human Rights 1969 the Inter-
American Convention on Human Rights can give Advisory Opinions regarding the
interpretation of the Convention. The European Court of Human Rights may give an Advisory
Opinion on a legal question put to the Court by the Committee of Ministers concerning the
interpretation of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights. The African
Court of Human and People’s Rights has an even broader advisory jurisdiction.

The views on the suitability of Advisory Opinions are controversial. Some argue that advisory
proceedings may have a positive effect when States disagree on the interpretation of
international law. Others see with concern that the ICJ is increasingly giving advisory opinions
on highly political issues. They fear that advisory opinions may undermine the political process
in the political fora and may circumvent the consent of States necessary for a court to deal with
contentious cases.

The positive aspects of advisory opinions may be summarized as follows: In giving advisory
opinions courts have to concentrate on legal questions rather than on disputed facts. This has
positive effects on the reasoning. There are certain procedural advantages, too. A theoretically
unlimited number of States may have the possibility to voice their views in the proceedings.
These States consider themselves as assistants to the court or tribunal in question rather then
defending their own cause. This is quite essential. In contentious cases concerning the
interpretation of multilateral treaties legal issues are discussed which are of interest to more
States than those involved in the actual dispute. Such contentious cases may be considered to
artificially transform genuine multilateral cases in artificially bilateral ones which proceedings
on advisory opinions avoid.

The call for papers for the 4th ESIL Research Forum that will take place on 26-28 May in
Tallinn, Estonia, has been a great success. The organizers received 210 abstracts for 15
panels. Since most panels will accommodate only three presentations, many excellent
proposals will unfortunately have to be declined. All applicants will be informed whether their
proposal has been accepted or not by early February.

In February, the full program of the Research Forum will be made public and registration will
open on the website of the Research Forum: www.esil2011.ut.ee. You can also book a hotel
(at a reduced rate) via the website. The registration fee is 120 euros for ESIL members and 60
euros for ESIL student members and the fee includes, besides meals during the conference,
the gala dinner on the evening of 28 May. Due to limited space, the number of slots open to
general registration will be limited which is why we recommend that interested individuals
register sooner rather than later.

Four ESIL Interest Groups - on international legal theory, feminism, international economic law,
and international environmental law - will meet during the Research Forum on 26 May at 17.00
- 20.00 (the evening before the main program starts on the morning of 27 May). The location of
all events (the main research forum and the interest group meetings) is Kohtu 8 in Tallinn old
town.

The ESIL-ASIL-EJIL symposium "Plurality and Interaction of Legal Orders" will be held at the
European University Institute (EUI) in Florence on 24-25 October 2011. The symposium is
arranged by the European Society of International Law, the American Society of International
Law, and the European Journal of International Law, in conjunction with the Academy of
European Law (EUI) and the HiiL project on Private Transnational Regulatory Regimes (EUI).

The symposium will focus on the three broad areas of courts and international law, private
transnational regulation and international law, and EU law and international law. Further details
will be available on the ESIL website shortly.

Last year, one of ESIL’s newsletters was devoted to the society’s Interest Groups and their
activities. At that time, four IGs were active, but after that and up until the conference in
Cambridge, quite a few members contacted me with inquiries about setting up new groups.
One of them has already seen the light of day: the IG on Feminism and International Law will
hold a launch event on 28 April in Leicester. More information at http://
igfemlaw.wordpress.com/, and everybody is very welcome!

Interest Group workshops will also form a central part of the ESIL Research Forum in Tallinn at
the end of May. They will take place on the day before the Forum starts — on Thursday 26 May
— and will cover exciting ground. Many readers will have seen the respective calls for papers:
the IG on International Legal Theory will analyse ‘Pluralities of International Legal Theory’, the
IG on Feminism will engage in ‘Re-Assessing the Power Dynamics of International Law’, the IG
on International Economic Law will hold panels on financial governance and new trade
governance, and the IG on International Environmental Law is organising a roundtable on
‘Human Rights and Climate Change’. More information can be found on http://www.esil-
sedi.eu/english/groups.html. As at previous ESIL conferences, the Society is very grateful for
the effort that goes into these workshops — they contribute significantly to extending the scope
and depth of our intellectual endeavours, and we hope to see as many of our members there
as on past occasions.

Nico Krisch, ESIL Interest Groups coordinator.

To renew your membership, there are two steps:

a) All members are kindly requested to fill in the online Membership Registration Form so that
we have your up-to-date contact details on file:
http://www.eui.eu/AEL/Online/ESIL/esil-subscription.jsp

b) There are three options for paying the membership fee:
http://www.eui.eu/AEL/Online/ESIL/Payment-options.shtml

1) CREDIT CARD ONLINE Payment can be paid via the online credit card payment system of
the EUI.

2) CREDIT CARD BY FAX You can send your credit card details to the EUI by fax.

3) BANK TRANSFER You can arrange a bank transfer to the following account: European
University Institute, Foreign Account No. 577/75 at Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze, Via Bufalini
4, 50122 Firenze, Italy.

Account number: 577/75

ABI (Bank code): 06160

CAB (Branch code): 02800

IBAN: IT 3500616002800000000577C75 (fifth character is a letter 'O' and not a number)
SWIFT/ BIC: CRFIIT3F

ESIL Board Member, Professor Linos-Alexander Sicilianos, elected to the European Court of
Human Rights.

On 5 October 2010 the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe with the majority of
votes from the list of three candidates elected Professor Linos-Alexander Sicilianos as a judge
in respect of Greece at the European Court of Human Rights. Professor Sicilianos' term of
office will start on 18 May 2011. He will succeed Judge Christos Rozakis who will be leaving
the Court upon reaching the age limit set forth by the Convention. The newly elected judge
will make the solemn declaration before the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg,
France, upon taking up his duties.

https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1681173&Site=DC
(election results)

A.) The Hague Academy of International Law Research Programme for 2011.
Topic: Remedies for the Actions of International Organizations
Period: 15 August — 2 September, 2011

Additional information: http://www.hagueacademy.nl

B.) The programme and application form for the 2011 summer courses at the European
University Institute Academy of European Law in Florence are now online: htip://
www.eui.eu/AEL

20 June - 1 July: Human Rights Law.
General Course on Human Rights and International Economic Law. Specialized Courses
on The Cultural Dimension of Human Rights.

4 July - 15 July: European Union Law.
General Course on The Limits of European Constitutional Law. Specialized Courses on The
Constitutionalization of European Private Law.

C.) The Grotius Centre for International Legal Studies and the Institute of Public Law announce
their conference on “The Interaction of International Investment Law with Other Fields of
Public International Law” that will take place at the Leiden Law School, on 8 and 9 April
2011.

Registration: http://www.law.leiden.edu/research/news/conference-iil.html
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Les nouvelles de la SEDI

Autres informations

Chers membres de la SEDI,

L’année 2011 s’annonce dynamique, tant du point de vue de la SEDI que des évolutions du
droit international. Aprés plusieurs années de désastres environnementaux aux inévitables
conséquences juridiques (internationales) — qu’ils soient naturels ou causés par ’'homme —,
I'année 2011 a été déclarée I'année internationale des foréts. Les membres de la SEDI
pourraient ainsi réfléchir a la maniére de contribuer a la sauvegarde des foréts — les adhésions
au groupe de réflexion relatif au droit international de I'environnement sont un début !

La SEDI continue de croitre, et le renouvellement des adhésions pour I'année 2011 est en
cours. Notre Directeur administratif, Joyce Davies, demeure a votre disposition pour vous aider
si vous rencontrez des probléemes techniques. J’ai également le plaisir de vous annoncer que
la SEDI a accueilli son premier membre Bienfaiteur : le Professeur Hobér a en effet eu ce
geste généreux, et je voudrais I'en remercier ici au nom de la Société. Continuez a encourager
d’autres donateurs a devenirs membres Bienfaiteurs de la SEDI.

Un nouvel outil de développement de votre réseau professionnel a été créé par notre Directeur
exécutif, Mario Prost. Mapping International Law in Europe (MILE 2.0) est un registre de
professionnels du droit international qui permet a tous les membres de fournir des détails
relatifs a leurs intéréts de recherche. Je vous encourage vivement a vous enregistrer sur MILE
2.0 afin de faciliter vos échanges professionnels avec les autres membres de la SEDI.
J'espére que la théorie du choix rationnel fonctionnera en I'espéce (sans parler de son utilité
dans la recherche en droit international au sens strict).

La tenue de notre prochain Forum de recherche de Tallinn approche a grands pas. Comme
vous pourrez le lire plus bas, I'appel a contributions a rencontré un grand succes, et les
organisateurs seront en mesure de proposer un programme de premier choix. Je me réjouis
par avance d’avoir 'opportunité de rencontrer un grand nombre d’entre vous a I'occasion de ce
Forum.

Un autre événement intéressant est programmeé pour cette année 2011 : le Symposium
organisé en collaboration avec la Société américaine de droit international et le Journal
européen de droit international. Il est dédié au theme « Pluralité et interaction entre ordres
juridiques ». Le Symposium aura lieu a Florence les 24 et 25 octobre 2011. Les intervenants
seront invités par les trois institutions organisatrices et les meilleures contributions seront
publiées dans I'EJIL.

A propos de nos prochains rendez-vous, vous pouvez d’ores et déja réserver la date de la 5°
Conférence biennale de la SEDI : elle se tiendra a Valencia du 6 au 8 Septembre 2012. La
Conférence portera sur le régionalisme et le droit international ; de plus amples informations
seront disponibles a ce sujet en cours d’année.

Je vous souhaite une année productive et pleine de succes, et espére que 2011 verra vos
projets universitaires se réaliser.

Anne Peters.

‘Advisory Opinions as a Means to contribute to the Settlement of International Disputes’
Ridiger Wolfrum, Juge au Tribunal International pour le Droit de la Mer

On February 1, 2011 the Seabed Disputes Chamber delivered its first advisory opinion on
Responsibilities and Obligations of States Sponsoring Persons and Entities with Respect to
Activities in the Area. Also the ICJ has recently given politically important advisory opinions
such as Accordance with international law of the unilateral declaration of independence in
respect of Kosovo. This leads to the question whether advisory opinions may be considered a
viable means for the settlement of international disputes.

Advisory opinion given by an international court are authoritative but — in principle — non-
binding statements or interpretations of international law. They are not of recent origin.
Pursuant to Article 14 of the Covenant of the League of Nations, the Permanent Court of
International Justice could give advisory opinions on any dispute or any point submitted to it by
the Council or the Assembly.

The institution of the advisory procedure was maintained for the ICJ albeit with a reformulated
task and an increased number of potential applicants. Under Article 65 ICJ Statute two
different categories of advisory opinions are to be identified.

Also other legal regimes provide for the possibility to give an advisory opinion. The UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea as well as the Rules of the International Tribunal for the Law
of the Sea provide for the competence of the Seabed Disputes Chamber and the Tribunal to
render advisory opinions. One may identify three different procedures: Advisory Opinions of
the Seabed Disputes Chamber requested by the Assembly or the Council of the International
Seabed Authority according to article 191 of the Convention; advisory opinions delivered by the
Chamber in the context of commercial arbitration; and advisory opinions rendered by the
Tribunal in accordance with article 138 Rules the Tribunal.

Further, according to article 64 of the American Convention on Human Rights 1969 the Inter-
American Convention on Human Rights can give Advisory Opinions regarding the
interpretation of the Convention. The European Court of Human Rights may give an Advisory
Opinion on a legal question put to the Court by the Committee of Ministers concerning the
interpretation of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights. The African
Court of Human and People’s Rights has an even broader advisory jurisdiction.

The views on the suitability of Advisory Opinions are controversial. Some argue that advisory
proceedings may have a positive effect when States disagree on the interpretation of
international law. Others see with concern that the ICJ is increasingly giving advisory opinions
on highly political issues. They fear that advisory opinions may undermine the political process
in the political fora and may circumvent the consent of States necessary for a court to deal with
contentious cases.

The positive aspects of advisory opinions may be summarized as follows: In giving advisory
opinions courts have to concentrate on legal questions rather than on disputed facts. This has
positive effects on the reasoning. There are certain procedural advantages, too. A theoretically
unlimited number of States may have the possibility to voice their views in the proceedings.
These States consider themselves as assistants to the court or tribunal in question rather then
defending their own cause. This is quite essential. In contentious cases concerning the
interpretation of multilateral treaties legal issues are discussed which are of interest to more
States than those involved in the actual dispute. Such contentious cases may be considered to
artificially transform genuine multilateral cases in artificially bilateral ones which proceedings
on advisory opinions avoid.

L'appel a contributions pour le 4™ Forum de recherche de la SEDI, qui aura lieu du 26 au 28
mai a Tallinn en Estonie, a rencontré un succes considérable. Les organisateurs ont en effet
recu deux cent dix propositions pour quinze panels différents. Dans la mesure ou la plupart
des panels ne peuvent accueillir que trois présentations, d'excellentes propositions ont
malheureusement du étre écartées. Tous les candidats seront informés du statut de leur
proposition d'ici le début du mois de février.

En février, le programme complet du Forum de recherche sera rendu public et les inscriptions
seront ouvertes sur le site du Forum: ww.esil2011.ut.ee. Vous pouvez également réserver
votre hétel (a un tarif avantageux) a travers ce site. Les frais d'inscription s'élévent a 120 euros
pour les membres et a 60 euros pour les membres étudiants. lls incluent, en sus des
déjeuners proposés dans le cadre du Forum, le diner de gala qui aura lieu le 28 mai au soir.
En raison d'un espace d'accueil restreint, le nombre d'inscriptions est limité,nous
recommandons dés lors aux membres intéressés de s'inscrire au plus tét.

Quatre groupes de réflexion de la SEDI - relatifs a la théorie du droit international, au
féminisme en droit international, au droit international économique et au droit international de
I'environnement — se réuniront a I'occasion du Forum, le 26 mai entre 17h et 20h (soit, I'apres-
midi précédant le lancement du programme principal du Forum, le 27 mai au matin). Tous les
événements — le Forum de recherche ainsi que les réunions des groupes de réflexion — auront
lieu a Kohtu 8, dans la vieille ville de Tallinn.

Le symposium organisé par la SEDI, I'ASIL et 'EJIL, intitulé «Pluralité et interaction des ordres
juridiques » se tiendra a I'Institut universitaire européen (IUE), a Florence, les 24 et 25 octobre
2011. Le symposium est organisé par la Société européenne de droit international, la Société
américaine de droit international et le Journal européen de droit international, en partenariat
avec I’Académie de droit européen (IUE) et le Projet HiiL on Private Transnational Regulatory
Regimes (IUE).

Le symposium s’articulera autour des trois axes suivants : les Cours et le droit international, la
régulation transnationale privée et le droit international, et le droit de I'Union européenne et le
droit international. De plus amples informations seront disponibles sous peu, sur le site de la
SEDI.

Une des newsletters de la SEDI fut consacrée I'an passé aux groupes de réflexion de la
Société et a leurs activités ; quatre groupes étaient alors actifs. Entre I'envoi de la lettre et la
tenue de la Conférence de Cambridge, je fus contacté par divers membres dans le but
d’obtenir des informations sur la constitution de nouveaux groupes de réflexion. L'un d’entre
eux a déja vu le jour : le groupe « féminisme et droit international » organisera une rencontre
de lancement le 28 avril a Leicester. De plus amples informations sont disponibles sur : http://
igfemlaw.wordpress.com/. Tous les membres sont bienvenus !

De plus, les ateliers organisés par les groupes de réflexion constitueront une part centrale du
Forum de recherche de la SEDI qui se tiendra a Tallin, au début du mois de mai prochain. lls
se tiendront la vieille du lancement du Forum — le jeudi 26 mai — et s’intéresseront a des
thémes tout a fait stimulants. La majorité de nos lecteurs aura déja parcouru les différents
appels a contributions : le groupe relatif a la théorie du droit international analysera « les
pluralités de la théorie juridique internationale », le groupe de réflexion sur le féminisme
s’attachera a « réévaluer les dynamiques de pouvoir en droit international », le groupe relatif
au droit international économique tiendra des panels sur la « gouvernance financiéere » et « la
nouvelle gouvernance commerciale », tandis que le groupe de réflexion consacré au droit
international de I'environnement organisera une table ronde sur le théme « droits de I'homme
et changement climatique ». Des informations complémentaires sont disponibles sur : http:/
www.esil-sedi.eu/english/groups.html. Comme pour les précédentes Conférences, la SEDI
exprime sa reconnaissance a toutes les personnes qui ont consacré leurs efforts a
I'organisation de ces ateliers. lls contribuent de maniére significative a étendre le champ et la
profondeur de notre effort intellectuel, et nous espérons accueillir a leur réunion autant de
membres que par le passé.

Nico Krisch, ESIL Interest Groups coordinator

Le renouvellement de votre adhésion peut étre effectué en deux étapes :

a) Complétez le Formulaire d’adhésion en ligne :
http://www.eui.eu/AEL/Online/ESIL/esil-subscription-fr.jsp

b) Trois modes de paiement vous seront proposeés :
http://www.eui.eu/AEL/Online/ESIL/Payment-options-fr.shtml

1) CARTE DE CREDIT EN LIGNE Le reglement peut étre réalisé au moyen du systeme de
paiement en ligne de I'lnstitut Universitaire Européen (IUE).

2) CARTE DE CREDIT PAR FAX Vous pouvez envoyer les coordonnées de votre carte de
crédit par fax a I'lUE.

3) VIREMENT BANCAIRE Vous pouvez effectuer un transfert bancaire au compte suivant :
Institut Universitaire Européen, Compte étranger No. 577/75 c/o Cassa di Risparmio di
Firenze, Via Bufalini 4, 50122 Firenze, Italie.

Numéro de compte : 577/75

ABI (Code banque): 06160

CAB (Code branche): 02800

IBAN: IT 3500616002800000000577C75 (le cinquieme caractére est la lettre O et non un
chiffre)

SWIFT/ BIC: CRFIIT3F

Un Membre de I'exécutif de la SEDI, le Professeur Linos-Alexandre Sicilianos, a été élu a la
Cour européenne des droits de 'Homme.

Le 5 octobre 2010, ’Assemblée parlementaire du Conseil de I'Europe a élu, sur une liste de
trois candidats et a la majorité des voix, le Professeur Linos-Alexandre Sicilianos comme juge
a la Cour européenne des droits de 'Homme au titre de la Gréce. Le mandat du Professeur
Sicilianos prendra effet le 18 mai 2011. Il succédera au Juge Christos Rozakis, qui quittera la
Cour apres avoir atteint la limite d’age fixée par la Convention. Avant de prendre ses fonctions,
le nouveau juge prétera serment devant la Cour européenne des droits de ’lhomme a
Strasbourg.

https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1681173&Site=DC
(résultat des élections)

A.) Programme du Centre de recherches de I'Académie de droit international de La Haye
Sujet: Les recours contre les actes des organisations internationales
Période: 15 aolt - 2 septembre 2011

Tous renseignements sur http://www.hagueacademy.nl

B.) Le programme et le formulaire de candidature pour participer aux cours d’été 2011 de
I’Académie de droit européen de I'Institut universitaire européen a Florence sont
disponibles en ligne: http://www.eui.eu/AEL

20 juin — 1 juillet : Droit des droits de 'Homme
Le cours général sera consacré aux droits de 'Homme et au droit international économique.
Les cours spécialisés porteront sur la dimension culturelle des droits de ’lHomme.

4 juillet — 15 juillet : Droit de I'Union européenne
Le cours général examinera les limites du droit constitutionnel européen; les cours spécialisés
seront quant a eux dédiés a la constitutionnalisation du droit privé européen.

C.) Le Grotius Centre for International Legal Studies et I'Institut de droit public annoncent leur

conférence sur "L'interaction entre droit international des investissements avec d'autres
domaines du droit international public" qui aura lieu a la Faculté de droit de Leyde, les 8 et
9 avril 2011.

Inscriptions : http://www.law.leiden.edu/research/news/conference-iil.html

INSTITUT D'ETUDES EUROPEENNES
POLE EUROPEEN JEAN MONNET

With the support of:

UNIVERSITE LIBRE DE BRUXELLES, UNIVERSITE D'EUROPE

ESIL Secretariat:

Academy of European Law, European University Institute
1] Villa Schifanoia, Via Boccaccio 121, 501 33 Firenze, Iltaly

Tel: +39 055 4685 512

Fax: +39 055 4685 517

E-mail: esil.secretariat@eui.eu

Website: http://www.esil-sedi.eu
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