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 1. Message from the President 

The Society’s Interest Groups continue to increase in number and in membership, and you are 
all welcome to contact the groups’ conveners to become more involved in any of the existing 
groups. A full list of the groups can be found on our website. If there isn’t a group that reflects 
your interests, please consider setting up a new one. 
 
Moreover, the Society is consolidating and adding to its network of partners. As institutional 
members of ESIL, publishers and academic institutions are afforded opportunities to publicise 
their activities and to be present at scientific events of the Society. We thank them for their 
partnership. 
 
We have also established links with sister societies, such as our long-held relationship with the 
American Society of International Law (ASIL). This particular partnership has facilitated the 
organisation of various joint events in Europe and the United States. This year, ESIL co-
sponsored two sessions and participated in the organisation of other events during the ASIL 
Annual Meeting held in Washington on 3-6 April 2013. I would like to thank Anne Peters and 
Lauri Mälksoo for their contribution in this context, as well as the President of ASIL, Donald 
Donovan, and the Executive Director of the Society, Elizabeth Andersen, for making the 
collaboration possible. 
 
In addition to this partnership, we have links with other regional societies in Africa, Latin 
America and Asia. 
 
I have also written to various national societies of international law in Europe as well as the 
national branches of the International Law Association to extend offers of collaboration, in 
particular to publicise their activities and organise joint events. Should you have any other 
suggestions for strengthening scientific debate in Europe in the area of international law, I would 
be most grateful if you could let us know. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you in Amsterdam at the Research Forum, where the 
Executive Board will be discussing, among other things, ESIL’s future meetings in Vienna 
(2014) and Oslo (2015). A short General Assembly will be held during the Amsterdam meeting, 
to which you are all warmly invited. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Laurence Boisson de Chazournes 
President of the European Society of International Law (ESIL) 
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 2. Guest Editorial 

And if this is so, as I personally believe, we may further ask what the nature of this new law is 
and what normative content it could have. These are the issues I would like to touch upon in this 
editorial, while also drawing attention to some of the drawbacks of the whole process. 

Most of the instruments dealing with victims, especially the most recent ones, speak about 
“victims´ (human) rights”. This bespeaks a tendency to treat victims as a special category of 
(human) rights-holders. The legal basis of this status remains, however, unclear. Are the 
victims´ rights secondary rights stemming from the violation of primary human rights? Are they 
part of those primary rights? Or is there an autonomous status of “victim”, on a par with other 
protected statuses (those of children, disabled persons, etc.), and entailing a set of victim-
specific rights? The last option seems to reflect the content of the legal instruments in the most 
adequate way, epitomizing what Bassiouni described as a turn from the concept of 
responsibility to that of human and social solidarity. It may be argued that the creation of a 
uniform status of “victim” is unrealistic due to the plurality of legal regimes applicable to various 
categories of victims. Yet even a cursory survey of these regimes shows that the plurality is one 
of formal instruments more than one of substantive legal norms. 
 
In fact, the core (human) rights of victims – all victims – are rather well identified. They 
encompass, as a minimum, the right to effective access to justice, the right to compensation as 
well as, arguably, the right to assistance and the right to information. I do not assert that all 
these rights are well established under international law. The edifice of an international law of 
victims is still “under construction”. However, the “bricks” to be used to build this edifice have 
already been selected and brought to the construction site. 
 
Should we aspire to build this construction in the first place? Do we truly want to introduce yet 
another group of special rights-holders? Is there not a risk of further fragmentation of human 
rights? Whether or not we are able to answer all these questions, the time has definitely come 
to ask them. And also to contemplate whether the new international law of victims is, at the 
moment, more of a real-world project that scholars are describing or an ideal vision that they 
want, rightly or wrongly, to impose upon the reality… 
 

 3. 2013 Amsterdam Research Forum 

Dear ESIL Members, 
 
Our society continues to develop its activities, reinforce its visibility and 
strengthen its relationships with various partners. In this light, I trust that you 
personally will enliven and expand the activities of the Society. This newsletter 
provides information about our new ventures, the “ESIL Lectures” series and 
the “ESIL Reflections” online publications. We encourage your involvement in 
these activities, as well as in the other activities of the Society. 

Towards an International Law of Victims? 
Veronika Bilkova—Charles University in Prague 

Ignored by international legal regulation for a long time, victims – individual 
victims of various wrongdoings – have been more and more frequently able 
to find their way into the system. In recent years, a range of instruments has 
been enacted granting protection, and special rights, to victims of violent 
crimes, victims of terrorist attacks, victims of genocide, victims of gross 
violations of human rights, victims of … other categories may easily be 
added. So spectacular has their entrée been that the question arises of 
whether a new international law of victims is emerging.  
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Next week, the 5th ESIL Research Forum will convene in Amsterdam. In the last few weeks 
some changes have been made in line-up of speakers. The updated programme, which can be 
found at http://www.esil2013.nl, features 15 panels, 4 semi-plenaries, a plenary opening session 
with Andreas Paulus and Anne Orford, and a plenary concluding roundtable. A gala dinner is 
offered at the spectacular Koepelkerk. The Conference venue (Felix Meritis, built in 1788) can 
accommodate more than 250 persons. A limited number of places are left and those who wish 
to attend the Research Forum and have not yet registered are encouraged to do so quickly. 
 
The Research Forum will explore the different roles exercised by international lawyers (the 
international lawyer as a judge or arbitrator; as a legal adviser, counsel or diplomat; as an 
academic, researcher, or teacher; and as a domestic lawyer). Each of these roles may come 
with different discourses and conceptions about how the making, the application, the 
interpretation, the enforcement, and the systematization of international law is carried out. 
 
Videos of some sessions will be available on the ESIL website shortly after the event. 
 

 4. ESIL Reflections 

ESIL Reflections offer a unique forum for members (and occasionally non-members) to publish 
reflections on current developments in international legal practice, scholarship and theory. The 
articles should be reflective - and go beyond the description of a particular point of international 
law. In terms of form, Reflections should not be written like a law review article but should be 
relatively short (between 1000 and 2000 words), fast paced, reflective but still entertaining 
papers, with an op-ed-ish style, that would cut to the chase and would be able to offer a fresh 
angle on something important quickly, effectively, and with style. They are meant to foster 
discussion and reflection between ESIL members and international law scholarship more 
generally - in Europe, but also beyond. 
 
The society aims to speed-up publication of Reflections. Members are encouraged to submit 
proposals for topics to André Nollkaemper at p.a.nollkaemper@uva.nl. 
 

 5. ESIL Lecture Series: New Lectures Available 

The web-based ESIL Lecture Series hosts broadcasts of presentations on international law 
topics held at partner institutions, enabling the presentations to reach a wider audience of ESIL 
members and non-members alike. The lectures are hosted on the ESIL website here: 
 
http://www.esil-sedi.eu/node/288 
 
And also on a dedicated Youtube channel here: 
 
http://www.youtube.com/user/ESILchannel?feature=3Dwatch 
 
Four lectures have been uploaded in recent months: 
 
1. ‘International Law and Contemporary Challenges: Which Role for the ICJ?’, An Interview 

with Bruno Simma, former Judge at the International Court of Justice, 10 September 2012, 
University of Oslo 
 

2. ‘Histories of International Law and Empire’, Professor Anne Orford, Melbourne University, 
23 January 2013, University Paris 1 (Panthéon-Sorbonne) 
 

3. ‘Discourse Theory and International Law: An Interview with Professor Jürgen Habermas, 
Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law, February 2013 
(text of the event, no video) 
 

4. ‘The True Nature of International Law’ by Professor Philip Allott, 11 March 2013, University 
of Cambridge 

 
The ESIL Executive Board Committee responsible for the lectures is comprised of Carlos 
Esposito, Luis Hinojosa and Ralph Wilde, with the input of ESIL President Laurence Boisson de 
Chazournes. 
 
We welcome proposals from members to have their events considered for inclusion in the ESIL 
Lecture Series. Please see the guidelines at the following link which explain the procedure for 
having a proposal considered: http://www.esil-sedi.eu/node/288 

 
Hart Publishing is delighted to offer ESIL members 20% discount on their international law titles. You might be 
interested in new publications such as Transnational Terrorism and State Accountability by Vincent-Joël Proulx; 
European Private International Law by Geert Van Calster; The Interception of Vessels on the High Seas by 
Efthymios Papastavridis and Democratic Statehood in International Law by Jure Vidmar. To see Hart Publishing’s 
forthcoming international law titles, please click here. 
 
To receive the discount on any international law book please quote reference ‘ESIL’ when placing your order with 
Hart Publishing. When ordering online please quote the reference in the voucher code field and click apply.  
 
You might also be interested in Transnational Legal Theory and the Journal of Private International Law. For 
further details please visit: http://www.hartjournals.co.uk/. 
 
Hart Publishing Ltd, 16C Worcester Place, Oxford OX1 2JW, UK Tel +44 (0)1865 517530 
Fax +44 (0)1865 510710 E-mail mail@hartpub.co.uk Website http://www.hartpub.co.uk 

 6. SSRN Conference Paper Series 

ESIL has a SSRN Conference Paper Series which features papers presented at various ESIL 
research events. They are available on the ESIL website as well as the Social Science 
Research Network (SSRN). SSRN is devoted to the rapid worldwide dissemination of social 
science research and is composed of a number of specialized research networks in each of the 
social sciences, including the legal scholarship network. SSRN is the biggest online publication 
possibility for academics with wide visibility, since it is providing free access to full papers. 
 
The ESIL SSRN Conference Series helps authors to disseminate their work widely and reach 
broader audiences. All papers presented at ESIL Events can be submitted to peer-review for 
publication in the SSRN Series. Papers must be submitted no longer than one month after the 
event and should be sent to Anne van Aaken (anne.vanaaken@unisg.ch). The papers should 
be written in either French or English (with an English abstract) and have a length of approx. 20 
pages. The Editorial Committee consists of Nico Krisch, Anne van Aaken, and Mario Prost. 
 

 7. ESIL/ASIL Joint Symposium - November 2013 

The International Environmental Law Interest Groups of the European (ESIL) and American 
(ASIL) Societies of International Law are delighted to announce that their first Joint Symposium 
will take place on 22-23 November 2013 at the Graduate Institute of International and 
Development Studies in Geneva. The Conference theme is ‘The Changing Nature of 
International Environmental Law: Evolving Approaches of the United States and the European 
Union’. 
 
A Call for Papers - including a full theme statement - is available on the ESIL website. The 
deadline for submitting abstracts is Wednesday 15 May 2013. 
 
More information about this joint event will be available soon on the ESIL and ASIL websites. 
 

 1. Message de la Présidente 

Les Groupes de réflexion de la Société continuent de croître en nombre et en membres. Vous 
êtes tous invités à vous adresser aux personnes de contact des différents groupes pour vous 
engager plus activement dans  l’un ou l’autre des groupes existants. Au cas où aucun des 
groupes ne reflèterait vos intérêts, n’hésitez pas à proposer la création d'un nouveau groupe 
d'intérêt. 
 
Parmi les membres, la société compte des maisons d'édition et des institutions académiques. 
Cela leur donne notamment l'occasion de pouvoir faire connaître leurs activités et d'être 
présents lors des manifestations scientifiques de la Société.  Nous les remercions de leur 
partenariat et sommes ouverts à toute autre forme de collaboration. 
 
Nous avons également noué des liens avec des sociétés scientifiques-soeurs. Les relations 
avec l'American Society of International Law (ASIL) sont établies depuis longtemps. Nous 
avons, dans le passé, organisé avec cette société divers évènements conjoints, en Europe et 
aux Etats-Unis.  Cette année, la SEDI a co-sponsorisé des sessions et participé à l'organisation 
d'autres évènements pendant la Réunion annuelle de l'ASIL qui s'est tenue à Washington du 3 
au 6 avril. Je voudrais remercier Anne Peters et Lauri Mälksoo de leur contribution dans ce 
contexte, ainsi que le Président de l'ASIL, Donald Donovan, et la Directrice exécutive de cette 
société, Elizabeth Andersen, d'avoir rendu cette collaboration possible.  
 
Outre ce partenariat, nous avons tissé des liens avec d'autres sociétés régionales, en Afrique, 
en Amérique latine et en Asie.   
 
J'ai également écrit aux diverses sociétés nationales de droit international en Europe ainsi 
qu'aux branches nationales de l'Association de droit international pour leur proposer de 
collaborer, notamment en permettant à chacun de faire connaitre ses activités  et en organisant 
des évènements conjoints.  Je vous serais reconnaissante de nous adresser toute autre 
suggestion que vous pourriez avoir pour permettre d'alimenter et faire vivre le débat scientifique 
en Europe en matière de droit international.  
 
Je me réjouis de revoir beaucoup d'entre vous à Amsterdam lors du Forum de recherches, 
pendant lequel le Comité Exécutif discutera, entre autres, des réunions futures de la SEDI à 
Vienne (2014) et à Oslo (2015). Une brève Assemblée Générale aura lieu pendant la réunion d' 
Amsterdam et vous êtes tous cordialement invités à y participer.  
Avec mes cordiaux messages, 
 
Laurence Boisson de Chazournes 
Présidente de la Société Européenne de Droit International (SEDI)  
 

Dear ESIL Members, 
 
Notre Société continue à développer ses activités, à renforcer sa visibilité et 
resserrer ses relations avec différents partenaires. La participation de chacun 
d'entre vous est très importante pour dynamiser et élargir l'espace d'activités 
de la Société. Vous trouverez dans cette lettre d'information des 
renseignements sur la série des "ESIL Lectures" et sur les "ESIL Reflections". 
Nous comptons sur votre collaboration dans ces activités, comme dans les 
autres activités de la SEDI. 

 2. Editorial de l’invité 

And if this is so, as I personally believe, we may further ask what the nature of this new law is 
and what normative content it could have. These are the issues I would like to touch upon in this 
editorial, while also drawing attention to some of the drawbacks of the whole process. 

Most of the instruments dealing with victims, especially the most recent ones, speak about 
“victims´ (human) rights”. This bespeaks a tendency to treat victims as a special category of 
(human) rights-holders. The legal basis of this status remains, however, unclear. Are the 
victims´ rights secondary rights stemming from the violation of primary human rights? Are they 
part of those primary rights? Or is there an autonomous status of “victim”, on a par with other 
protected statuses (those of children, disabled persons, etc.), and entailing a set of victim-
specific rights? The last option seems to reflect the content of the legal instruments in the most 
adequate way, epitomizing what Bassiouni described as a turn from the concept of 
responsibility to that of human and social solidarity. It may be argued that the creation of a 
uniform status of “victim” is unrealistic due to the plurality of legal regimes applicable to various 
categories of victims. Yet even a cursory survey of these regimes shows that the plurality is one 
of formal instruments more than one of substantive legal norms. 
 
In fact, the core (human) rights of victims – all victims – are rather well identified. They 
encompass, as a minimum, the right to effective access to justice, the right to compensation as 
well as, arguably, the right to assistance and the right to information. I do not assert that all 
these rights are well established under international law. The edifice of an international law of 
victims is still “under construction”. However, the “bricks” to be used to build this edifice have 
already been selected and brought to the construction site. 
 
Should we aspire to build this construction in the first place? Do we truly want to introduce yet 
another group of special rights-holders? Is there not a risk of further fragmentation of human 
rights? Whether or not we are able to answer all these questions, the time has definitely come 
to ask them. And also to contemplate whether the new international law of victims is, at the 
moment, more of a real-world project that scholars are describing or an ideal vision that they 
want, rightly or wrongly, to impose upon the reality… 
 

Towards an International Law of Victims? 
Veronika Bilkova—Charles University in Prague 

Ignored by international legal regulation for a long time, victims – individual 
victims of various wrongdoings – have been more and more frequently able 
to find their way into the system. In recent years, a range of instruments has 
been enacted granting protection, and special rights, to victims of violent 
crimes, victims of terrorist attacks, victims of genocide, victims of gross 
violations of human rights, victims of … other categories may easily be 
added. So spectacular has their entrée been that the question arises of 
whether a new international law of victims is emerging.  

 3. Forum de Recherche - Amsterdam 2013 

Dans un peu plus d’une semaine débutera le 5ème Forum de recherche de la SEDI. Certains 
ajustements ont été apportés au programme, dont la version la plus récente est disponible sur 
le site du Forum (http://www.esil2013.nl/). Le Forum s’articulera autour de 15 panels, 4 séances 
semi-plénières, une session d’ouverture avec Andreas Paulus et Anne Orford, ainsi qu’une 
session de clôture sous la forme d’une table-ronde. La dîner de Gala sera offert dans la 
spectaculaire Koepelkerk. Le Forum de recherche aura lieu dans un prestigieux hôtel de maître 
(le Felix Meritis construit en 1788) au cœur de la vieille ville d’Amsterdam pouvant accueillir 
plus de 250 personnes. Un nombre restreint de places est encore disponible. Il est donc 
conseillé à ceux désirant y assister de s’inscrire au plus vite.  
 
Quatre rôles et qualités professionnelles des internationalistes retiendront tout particulièrement 
l’attention dans le cadre du Forum de recherche: l’internationaliste en tant que juge ou arbitre; 
l’internationaliste en tant que conseiller juridique, conseil ou diplomate; l’internationaliste en tant 
qu’académique, chercheur ou enseignant; l’internationaliste en tant que juriste dans l’ordre 
interne. Chaque qualité professionnelle emporte généralement un discours propre et une 
conception distincte de l’élaboration, l’application, l’interprétation, l’exécution ou la 
systématisation du droit international et mérite que l’on y réfléchisse de manière critique. 
 
Les vidéos de certaines sessions seront rapidement mises en ligne sur le site de la SEDI. 
 

 4. ESIL Reflections 

« ESIL Reflections » offre aux membres (exceptionnellement même aux non membres) un 
forum unique de publication de leurs réflexions sur les développements actuels de la pratique, 
de la doctrine et de la théorie du droit international. Les articles doivent être le résultat d'une 
réflexion originale et aller bien plus loin que la simple description d'un aspect de droit 
international.  
 
En ce qui concerne la forme, les «ESIL Reflections » ne doivent pas être écrits comme des 
articles de doctrine. Chaque contribution doit être courte (entre 1000 et 2000 mots), dynamique, 
suscitant la réflexion et amusante en même temps, rédigée dans un style élégant et efficace qui 
va droit au but, permettant ainsi d'envisager un point important sous un nouvel angle.  
 
Les contributions sont censées stimuler des discussions entre les membres de la SEDI et, de 
manière générale, parmi les internationalistes en Europe et au-delà. 
 
La SEDI désire accélérer la publication des « Reflections ». Les membres sont invités à 
proposer des sujets à l'adresse suivante : p.a.nollkaemper@uva.nl. 
 

 5. Série de Conférences SEDI - Nouvelles Conférences en Ligne 

La Serie de Conférences SEDI comprend des presentations organisées dans des institutions 
partenaires de la SEDI sur des sujets d’intérêt en droit international. Les videos des 
Conférences SEDI sont mises en ligne et sont accessibles aux membres et aux non-membres. 
 
Les videos sont disponibles sur le site de la SEDI: 
 
http://www.esil-sedi.eu/fr/node/289 
 
Ainsi que sur notre chaîne Youtube: 
 
http://www.youtube.com/user/ESILchannel?feature=3Dwatch 
 
Quatre Conférences ont été publiées ces dernières semaines: 
 
1. ‘International Law and Contemporary Challenges: Which Role for the ICJ?’, entrevue ave 

Bruno Simma, ancien juge à la Cour international de Justice, 10 septembre 2012, 
University of Oslo 
 

2. ‘Histories of International Law and Empire’, Professor Anne Orford, Melbourne University, 
23 janvier 2013, Université Paris 1 (Panthéon-Sorbonne) 
 

3. ‘Discourse Theory and International Law: An Interview with Professor Jürgen Habermas, 
Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law, février 2013 (texte 
de l’entrevue, pas de vidéo) 
 

4. ‘The True Nature of International Law’ by Professor Philip Allott, 11 mars 2013, University 
of Cambridge 

 
Le Comité en charge des Conférences SEDI est composé de Carlos Esposito, Luis Hinojosa et 
Ralph Wilde, avec le soutien de la Présidente de la SEDI, Laurence Boisson de Chazournes. 
 
Les personnes désireuses d’organiser une Conférence SEDI sont invitées à consulter les 
instructions disponibles en ligne à l’adresse suivante: http://www.esil-sedi.eu/fr/node/289 
 

 6. SSRN Conference Paper Series 

La ‘SSRN Conference Paper Series’ comprend des articles présentés lors d’évènements 
organisés par la SEDI. Les articles sont disponibles sur le site de la SEDI ainsi que sur le Social 
Science Research Network (SSRN). SSRN travaille à une diffusion rapide de la recherche en 
sciences sociales à travers le monde, et se compose de réseaux de recherche specialisés dans 
chacune des sciences sociales, y compris la science juridique. SSRN offre une visibilité unique 
et instantannée aux chercheurs et à leurs travaux, qui sont mis à disponibilité du public 
gratuitement. 
 
La ‘SSRN Conference Paper Series’ aide les auteurs à diffuser leurs travaux largement et à 
atteindre de nouveaux publics. Tous les articles présentés lors d’évènements organisés par la 
SEDI peuvent être soumis au Comité de Lecture pour publication dans la collection SSRN. Les 
articles doivent être soumis au plus tard un mois après la fin de la Conférence et doivent être 
envoyés directement à Anne van Aaken (anne.vanaaken@unisg.ch). Les articles doivent être 
rédigés en français ou en anglais (avec un résumé en anglais) et doivent compter 
approximativement 20 pages. Le Comité de Lecture est composé de Nico Krisch, Anne van 
Aaken, et Mario Prost. 
 

 7. Conférence Commune ESIL/ASIL - Novembre 2013 

Les Groupes de Réflexion de la Société Européenne (SEDI) et de la Société Américaine (ASIL) 
de Droit International sont heureux d’annoncer la tenue de leur première Conférence Commune 
les 22 et 23 novembre 2013 à l’Institut de Hautes Études Internationales et du Développement 
(Genève). Le thème de la Conférence est ‘La Nature Changeante du Droit International de 
l’Environnement: Approches Comparées Etats-Unis/Union Européenne’. 
 
Un appel à contributions - qui comprend un énoncé thématique exhaustif - est disponible en 
ligne sur le site de la SEDI. La date limite pour la soumission de propositions est le mercredi 15 
mai 2013. 
 
Des informations complémentaires seront bientôt publiées sur les sites de la SEDI et de l’ASIL. 
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